CHICKENS FOR USE AND BEAUTY:!

HERE has been, dur-
ing the last quarier of
a ceninTy, aTemartahle
improvement in domes-
e pouliry. The moi-
ley amay of fowls vary-
ing in =ize and color;
as imcertain in marking
as the pattern of 2 crazy-
gl and creating an
impression as distine-
tively. unfavorable a5
that which the ragged
icllowe=olfFalstafipro-
doced, has given place
to well-defined  baeeds,
carefully differennaied
mto varieties, with col-
ors as rich in hue and
as regniarly dis i
if laid on by the hand
of the afist. The &En-
cier, to whomwe arein-
debted for this wondes-
ful trnsformation, is mdeed an artist, working
notin lifeless clay and dead pigments, but in
animate bodics and livins colors. Under his
hand the unatimctive has become aliractive,

uglmess has yielded to beauty. But his work
h;ls not ended with this externzl iransforma-
tion: the inner and practical gualities have
undergone 2 similar change; prodociivensss
has been Increzced, weight augmautu]- fatten-
ing power improved. Such fowls s are bred
to-day are pot only more beamifnl bt more
profitable than those of iwenty-five yearsago,
This increzsed profiableness has produced a
néw indosiry —themising of chickens and cgps
for market as 2 sole employment. With ﬂzE
old-time fowls such =n Tmdustry would have
been folly, but with the modern fowl it has
proved 2 socoess.  This Tmprovement in ex-

ternal characterstics and uwseful qualities has

been made possible through that mysterions
power ‘of indefintie varaion which the hen
possesees.. Fanciers by employing this power,
by carcfully siudying to preserve every bene:
fczal and 10 avoid Every IjHons Vanshon,
by studying
ble vanations, have with pafieni and perse-
venng effort molded fo ther will the: mudem
domestic fowl

Thatail the distinct vasieties of the domestic

{0 mate =0 &5 10 increase desira—

hen, difiering in size, color, and paricular
chaactenstics, cshould be: dececndants of a
comman ancestor, the Gallus fankroes, at first
=eems incredible. 'I‘G this comnclusion, hﬁwwﬁ-_.,
the best informed namrali=E have come. It
tue that the slmost infinite plasticity of the
chicken, cven at the presemt day, sfter &
has heen songht to fix its chamacteristics by
careful selection through many geaemations,
prepares the mind to accept more readily
the scientific conclesion of a common caism.
The Gulfus bankivus 35 a2 bird of compact
form, broad 2cress the back and shoulders,
with an erect carnage, proruding breast, and

-tall bome mearly horizomizl, the tGips of the

sicklefezthers barely cleanng the ground.
The plumase &= shundant, and the hackles or
feathers of the neck, and uppes tail-coverts are
linear, pointed, and droopms. The head and

2= iace are bare, the comb is high and sesmated.

two wattles depend from the base of the
bill, and smilar bat smaller excrescences oxist
unier each ear.  The coloss of the males are:
upon the head and neck brisht onmge, Bdme
o pale and golden towards the back ; upon the
back a sich, deep vinous rust color; the tail
coverts fiery orange, golden opped ; the tajl,
upper coverts, and sickle-feathers black with 2 =2
grcen gloss; wing-covens like the back, but the
fast two rows bl.-r_k with 2 green gloss: the
secondaries of the wing chesingi on the outer
orexposed web and dusky within; the pomaries
dusky; znd 3l the lower pars bleck. The
plumage of the femals = more somber—ihe
neck golden or tawny: every feather centered
with  brownish-black, all LhE upper parts of
a burnt umber, and all the under parts reddish-
brown. The genersl espect and characteristics
of the Gallus daniirus are closely preserved
among its domesticated descendants in the
black-breasted red game fowl, of the pit o5

fchting type.  In size the wild fowl is about
midway between the ordinary pit fowl and
the geme Bantam.

S0 great a difference in appearance aod'so
ieat & sumlarity in guakiies exist among the
L’temﬁm:ated descendants of the Gallus ban-
froees, that any classfication of breeds must be
mnazdemi 2 matter rather of convemence than

ol scienbfc exzcmess. TEa issought to divide
tha vanetics into two classes, the veeful and the
omamental, such classification w1l necessanly
be imperfect, for 21l the useful vasreties =re

1 The fleetmtions in Lhuﬂ’hde#rgsmﬂtﬁﬂglqlbsufhﬁﬁsbﬁmghg to Thomss W, Izdlow, H=n.
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